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RE: DookctNo. FVO3-92S..1PR
F~6l'81 Resister Vol.70, No.1 00. Pagc 30001
Gmpes Grown in a Designated AI~ of South~ California and Imported
Table ~; ProlX>scd Change in Regulatory Period
COMMENTS IN OPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANCE

De.ar Dol.'ket Cl~k:

COMERCIAL GREENWICH S.A. opposes the above referenced chango in the
effecti ve date ofTabJe Crapo Msrkcting Order 925 and the companion Tablc Grape
Import Re~tion 4 that wilt further r~ct tablQ g!ap(;S gupplied from Chile.
COMERClAL GREENWICH S.A. is io the business of ~porting Chilean agricultural
rommoditics, and ships approTJma+ely 1~3 offtcsh table grapcs to thc U.S. during
the moIJ-tb.'I of JANUARY THROUGH APRn,.

COMERCLI\L GREENmCH ~ concurs with, and incorporates herein by
refermce, the detailed corotnef1ts and supporting data subnritted by ASOEx. the Chilcan
Ex.portm Association. Spccifically, COMERCIAL GREENMCH SA. urges the agency
to reject the proposed change in ilic ~tory period b~use :

1.

2.

The Proposed Rule impo~ marketing order standards on Chilcan
supplies when bO domestic varieties are available. and therefore
oonstitutes a Don-tariffbarrier contrary to the temlS ofWTO Agreanents
and the U .S..Cbile Free Trade Agreccn~t.
Thc Proposed Rule 88SCSses inspection fees startini April! when no
domestic supplies are being $0 charg~1 and thereby violates Article III
IUJd Article vm of GATT 1994.
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3.4.5.

6.

7.

8,

Thc change in thc bcginning effective ~ of Marketing Order 925 and
Table Grape Import Rcs\J1ation 4 from April 20 to April 1 will havo a
direct negative i1tlpact on our busines$. COMERCIAL GREENWICH
S.A. ships ~7,399 offtesh table grapes to the U.S. ftom Aprill to April 20.
If the Proposed Rule sho\dd b~ adopted, the estimated value of the table
grapes to be excl1Jded from shipm<mt is USD2S0,669.8S.
The Proposed R-wc does not contain any evidence of circumvention by
ChiJe4n t!ble ppes sufficient to warrant the propo3ed change.
The change in date from April 20 to April! will ~te an artificial
shortage of table grapes sin~ there is no other commercially siitlificaot
and reliable supply ftom any source other: than Chile.
The Cbilcan gr8pQ3 suppli~ fimn April 1 to the earliest co~ally
significant supplie$ of grapes from CoacheUa VaUey in California meet
1118Iketing specifications &om ret.ail ch:ai11$ that are mo~ stringcnt in some
~ than the marketing order requiremcnts.
The proposed change cannot be vaJicUy b~ on a 20 ycar-old survey of
~ld atoragc practices.
The proposed change can not be justified tmder the criteria established by
the AMAA for a change in the beginning effective &tc ofMarkcting
~ 92S or tho rompanion T~lc Crap~ Import Regulation 4 in view of
the ~rd prices r~ved by Coachella Valley growers in the 188t two
seasons.
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